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FROM : Tom Neenan ITC

ITC Board Members

Joy Adams, Monticello
Pleany Bates, Cedar Rapids
Dor Benson, Clive

Kate Casick, Osage

Eldon Colson, Hiawatha®
Terry Dahms. lows City®
Doesne Eidred, Utbana®

Joo Fagre, Amcx

Joseph Galloway, Des Moines*®
Seoplen Gasa, Coon Rapids
Howan) Hanwnond, Slater

David Lyon. Mi. Vemon*

Tom Neenan, Center Point®
Mwreen Neenan, Center Point
James Rathe, Wavedy

Jolm Rice, Bentendorf

Dwight Sannders. Des Moiries
Alice Schider, Des Moines
Dick Siefers, lows City®

Jeary Tempe), Watesloo®
Gregory Vitale. Ames

*Execviive Conmmiuee
Advigory Board:

Dorene Balbnan, LaCluire
Robert Chadima, Cedar Rapids
Douglas Checver, Dubuque
Lavena Colion. Iliawatha

Clive Cook, Marion

Kathy Cuddeback, Brighton
Marvin Diemer, Cedar Falls
Roy Ewen, Cedar Rapids

Dan Gerken, Waterioo

Richard George, M1. Yemon
Samuel Gooden, Dike

E. Rees Hakansoa, Boons

Mary Lou Hattery, Cedar Rapids
Marilyn Magid, Cedar Rapids
Chuck Offenborger. Storm Lake
David Olson. Carroll

David Osterberp. Mt. Vernan
Keith Peterson, Panora

Donald Thomas, Cedar Rapids
Rick Yorng, Waterloo

Hank Zalete), Nevada

Frank Zigrang, Humboldt
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P O Box 131 Center Point, IA., 522130131 319-849-1844
Tom F. Neenan, Executive Director
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April 17, 2006

Mr. Vermon Williams Ref. AB 33 (Sub No. 153X)
Surface Transportation Board ViaFAX

1925 K St. NW

Washington, D. C., 20423-0001
Dear Mr. Williams:;

| tried, unsuccessfully, to reach your office by telephone today in order to discuss the
status of our application for an extension of time in the above matter but was unable to get
through, being “cut off” each time.

Today | received a copy of a letter addressed to you, from the Monroe County
Supervisors. Therein Mr. Koffman states reasons why he believes the Surface
Transportation Board should not grant the requested extension of time to finalize these
negotiations. Mr. Koffman is wrong to criticize the lowa Trails Councii for the noxious
weeds that are claimed to be on the property. The ITC does not own the property &t this
point and weed control is therefore not our responsibility. | do believe that lowa law gives
the county supervisors power to eradicate any such weeds that may be neglected by
property owners.

Mr. Koffman also compilains about the number of extensions of time The STB has granted
in which to complete negotiations. The lowa Trails Council would have prefetred to have
these negotiations completed well ahead of this time but circumstances have prevented
this from happening. There have been personnel changes as well as the usual questiong
of land value etc. that have occurred. The railroad has agreed to each extension
requested and whereas this does not mandate the STB {o grant the extension of time
requested it is traditional that such extensions be granted when there is an indication that
both parties wish to continue these negotiations.

Referring to Mr. Koffman's noting the Janguage of the earlier decision of the STB in the
granting of an extension of time, that the railroad MAY abandon the right-of-way if no
agreement is reached within the time granted. Obviously the railroad has not chosen to
exercise this right.

It should be noted, as stated in our letter of March 27, that the lowa
Department of Transportation has taken an interest in the acquisition of
this property for conversion to a trail. That Department now expects to

take title for the State and to ssasume full responsibility for the right-oft-
way.

We woulid appreciate hearing from you that our request for an extension of time has been
granted. We truly believe that within this time negotiations with the railroad will be
finalized.

Affiliates: American Discovery Trail Society-American Hiking Society-Rails/Trails Conservancy-American Trails
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Page two, letter to Vernon Williams, Surtace Transportation Board, April 17, 2006

Sincerely,

Tom F. Neenan

Copies of this correspondence are being provided to

Paul V. Koffman, Chairman Monrce County Supervisors

Mack H. Shumate Jr., Senior General Attorney, Union Pacific Railroad Legal Department
Craig Markley, lowa Department of Transportation

The Hon. Leonard Boswell, US House of Representatives
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